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OVER 43 YEARS OF INnovaTioN, VISION, AND WATERSHED LEADERSHIP

One Water One Watershed
AWRA INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AWARD
HarvarDd KENNEDY SCHOOL'S TOP 25 INNOVATIONS IN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

November 4, 2015

Mr. Keith Wallace

Program Manager

California Department of Water Resources

Division of Integrated Regional Water Management
Financial Assistance Branch

Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

Re: Proposition 84 [RWM 2015 Implementation Draft Grant Funding Recommendations
Comments

Dear Mr. Wallace,

We wish to express our full support of DWR’s draft recommendations for 100% funding,
$64,267,686, of the Proposition 84 IRWM 2015 Implementation grant funding assigned to
the Santa Ana Funding Area and IRWM for the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority.
We are pleased that DWR supports awarding the full balance of the Prop 84 IRWM grant
funds assigned to the Santa Ana Funding Area to our project portfolio of three integrated
multi-beneficial projects.

In review of the DWR scoring assigned to the grant request, however, we were very
surprised and disappointed by the low score assigned to our grant application by DWR
staff. Our grant application was thoroughly reviewed by our staff and project proponents
and, in our view, fully compliant with the required documentation defined in the 2015
Grant Proposal Solicitation Package and deserved a much higher score. Based on our
review of the DWR evaluation summary for our application in detail, we believe that
several errors were made in the evaluation in which no points were given or assigned to
the overall proposal and to individual projects that should have been.

Attached is a table that lists each scoring criteria question that we dispute and cites the
specific location in our documentation in which the application addresses the criteria. We
are clearly at a loss as to why no points were given to several items such as submittal of
schedules, maps and deadlines which DWR claims we did not meet or include with no
points assigned to them when the documentation is clearly present and included. We
appreciate your DWR staff double checking this evaluation in light of this.
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Our organization takes great pride in the quality of its work and believed that this project
portfolio consisting of three integrated regional projects reflects the very best of the
intent and purpose of integrated regional water management and implementation.

We hope that you find these comments and suggestions helpful. If you have any
questions regarding these comments, please let us know.

Sincerely,

General Manager
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